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Plans House/Lodge Willow Community Library

Residents of Arctic Village are plan-
ning to build a Community house and
|mlgu with Operation Mainstream Train
ing funds and help from the Bureau of
Indian Affairs sawmill.

The construction workers were trained
by BIA Supervisor Walter Sellens in run-
ning a sawmill, and by BIA representative
Tom McGill in log cutting,

The Arctic Villagers are cutting logs
and rafting them down the Chandalar
River to the village.

The community homse construction
project is underway in conjunction with
a BIA housing project. Two new chain
saws have been provided by the BIA for
the two endeavors,

Operation Mainstream director Mary
Gange says villagers participating in the
projects are expected to be very capable
construction workers when their work is
finished.

Arctic Village is located in MNorth-
eastern Alaska and has about 100 resi-
dents.

The children of Willow are using the community’s first library, constructed with
Operation Mainstream funds and donations of work and materials by Willow residents.
Books, cases and chairs were donated by Operation Mainstream and RurALCAP.

Gives Villagers Reading Facility

The Willow community library, pro-
ject funded by Operation Mainstream and
backed with considerable in-kind contri-
bution from the people of Willow and
MNeighbothood Youth Corps is in full
operation,

Operation  Mainstrcam  au thorized
§6,200 funding for the project. Willow
had no library facilities before starting
the new building.

The library is furnished with 30 book-
cases and 13 chairs contributed by Rur-
ALCAP, which also supplied 300 books
to the initial 300 books Operation Main-
stream provided.

Mrs. Mary Gange, director of Opera-
tion Mainstream, said, “For a town the
size of Willow, we commend the people
for their community efforts,”

She said citizens of Willow have con-
tributed more than $7.000 in in-kind

materials, fixtures and equipment used
for the library. Robert Douglas, expediter
and Lloyd DeHart, supervisor, headed up
the library building project.

The community, in addition to donat-
ing work and materials, made and sold
quilts and applied the proceeds to build-
ing materials, said Mrs. Gange.

The 24 by 32 foot building has a full
basement, well water, bathroom facilities
and oil furnace with ducts, all
donated by the community.

Operation Mainstream is a program
jointly sponsored by RurALCAP and the
U.5. Department of Labor, Bureau of
Waork Training Programs.
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Brayton Resignation

Mrs. Marlene Johnson, chairman and
spokesman for the RurALCAP Board of
Directors made this statement regarding
the resignation af Larry Brayton, execu-
tive director of RurALCAP to the Action
Reports’ editor.

“RurALCAP has utilized the services
of Larry Brayton for the past two years.
He recently notified the Board that he
will soon be resigning.”

“Although there has been much ad-
verse publicity regarding the reason for
his resignation, there is no controversy
between the Board and Brayton. His
reasons for leaving are his own,”

“As far as the Board is concerned,
the working realtionship between the
Board and Brayton has been very good
and we hope it will continue so until
he leaves us.™

“The Board feels it can never repay
Brayton for his dedicated work. Tt will
take about five years for us to realize the
great impact Brayton has made for Rur-
ALCAP, He will continue working in his
position as executive director until the
Board can find a replacement.”






