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W ainwright Moves
Head Start Class

The community of Wainwright is mak-
ing plans to continue its Head Start
program, disrupted Dec. 16 when the
Community Hall housing the program
burned to the ground, in the basement of
the Presbyterian church there.

Supplies destroyed in the fire are
being replaced by the Rural Alaska Com-
munity Action Program’s central supply
office and by donations of toys and
supplies from the Barrow Head Start
program. The Barrow program this fall
was cut to half the size it was last year
and so there were many extra supplies
there.

Billy Nashoalook of Wainwright is
teacher-dircctor of the program in Wain-
wright, RurALCAP funds 35 village Head
Start programs, including the ones in
Wainwright and Barrow.

RurALCAP Issues Food Vouchers
In Kuskokwim Emergency Situation

In a concentrated drive to meet emer-
geney food needs of families in the
Yukon - Kuskokwim area, workers in
Rural Alaska Community Action Pro-
gram's Emergency Food and Medical
Services Program last month visited nine
villages and issued 125 food vouchers.

Junior Ramos, director of Rur LACAPs
Emergency Food and Medical Services
Program, said the survey was made and
vouchers worth some 38,846 were issued
after he learned at least 26 villages in
the area would not have their food
stamp applications pn:ccxs{‘d until after
Jan. 1, 1969, due to a work ]:!a.i_'klng in
the processing of applicatinns.

He also said Dr. Thomas E. Bryant,
M.D. Emergency Food and Medical Ser-
vices Program at the Office of Economic
Opportunity, Washington, D.C., sent him

e

a memorandum indicating the program
was flexible enough to get food to those
in need if their needs are not or cannot be
met through the food stamps program.

Ramos said visits to the villages indi-
cated many of the village people did not
fully understand the state’s food stamp
program and had not applied for assis-
tance. More than 100 food stamp ap-
plications were taken in the villages and
must now be processed by the Bethel
Welfare District Office.

The food stamp program allows low-
income families to purchase stamps at a
greatly-reduced cost and then spend them
at face value. Ramos held public meetings
in the villages and explained the history
and goals of the food stamp program.

“I did not at any time feel I was on a
give-away mission,” Ramos said. “The
people are aware of the fact that our
sole intent is to combat malnutrition and
to ohtain the maximum number of en-
rollees in the food stamp program.”

Ramos personally visited 59 families —
some 377 persons — on his 12 day
swing through the villages. Phillip Guy,
director of the Bethel Rur ALCAP regional
center, and Dennis Sheldon, area com-
munity developer for the area, visited
another 66 families. The total number
of people involved has not yet been
determined.

Ramos spent December 9-21 wvisiting
Alakanuk, Kotlik, Emmonak, Saint Mary's
and Pitkas Point, all villages with sub-
sistence economies. Residents fish in the
summer, but have very little work in the
winter. Guy and Sheldon visited Aniak
Holy Cross, Russian Mission One and

Workmen at Craig in Southeast Alaska have cleared the ground on about one half acre
of the rough terrain shown above in order to create for the community a rmemorial
park. Work on the Operation Mainstream project has been slowed by snow and illness,
but workers are expected to level the ground with heavy equipment soon. They also
must mark off plots and construct gravel pathways.

Two. They could not visit all 26 villages

due to poor transportation, Ramos said.

They were assisted in making contacts

with village families by the RurALCAP
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