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Natives Learn New Roe Process

International Seafoods, Inc., a Seattle
based firm engaged in fishing in Alaskan
waters, has offered to train some 20
Mative Alaskans to work in its processing
operations this summer.

Robert Needham, company president,
said the firm is engaged in herring pro-
cessing and will maintain four operations
this year: roe operation, Halibut Cove 2;
roe operation in the Kodiak Island area;
aramaki (Japanese roe style) operation in
Halibut Cove: and aramaki and frozen
salmon Kodiak arca.

Miss Verna Mickelson, director of the
Nome Regional Action Center, received
the applications and selected the men
through the job bank at the Nome Center.
Miss Mickelson coordinated with Mrs.
Mary Gange, director of Operation Main-
stream in RurALCAP, for further selec-
tions and transportation for the men.
They were all selected from villages in

operation in the

the northwestern region of Alaska,

The first group of men arrived in
Homer late last month to begin on-the-
job training on the M/V Victor. A second
group of 10 men arrived in Homer on
May 3 and were transported to the
company’s Halibut Cove operation.

Norimichi Suzuki is the chief tech-
nician and trainer. He is a graduate of the
University of Seigo, Japan, majoring in
Economics. Suzuki has spent nine years
in research of fishery technology. The
trainees are processing and exporting a
finished Japanese product from Alaska
to Japan.

The first proup of trainees will work
aboard the Victor until about June 10,
when they are expected to be able to
find similar employment in the Kodiak or
Bristol Bay areas for the rest of the
season, The second group is working at
Halibut Cove until early August.

A third group of 10 men may be train-
L'd latr_'r !-l.‘.ar wurlc 0on & SEI:DHd prnc{‘ssing
vessel, but plans-are tentative, a company
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Aboard the International Seafoods, Ine.

vessel,

WV Victor,
learn the technique of processing salmon and herring roe. The training is provided by
the Seattle based company. Robert Needham, president of the company, offered this
training to the Alaskans rather than import labor.

Alaska Native irainees

Heavy Equipment Maintenance
Operator Training Completed

Trainees of the heavy equipment
operator/maintenance course have com
pleted the two-week course and are now
Men from all
over the state have learned to operate
D-4, D-7 and D-8 caterpillar tractors; two
and one-half ton trucks, jeeps, and other
heavy equipment.

Part of the on-the-job training was
building a dike at Seward to protect
homes from the rising Resurrection River,
and pushing a road through as far as
possible towards the glacier. Trainces
working with land graders improved
Seward’s motorcycle race track and the
Lowell Point Road at the request of the
City of Seward.

Loading the equipment

returning to their homes.

began on

Friday, May 22, and was completed on
the following day. The shipment consisted
of about 19 picces designated for villages
in the Northwest area of Alaska. They
will travel to Kodiak by military cool
barge and on to the Northwest by other
barges that serve the vicinities where the
equipment is scheduled to po.

Art Jett, RurALCAP's supply specialist
who was instrumental in
the equipment, said,
very challenging and satisfying experience

arranging for
“This has been a

for me, to see the completion, personnal-
ly, after such a long waiting time!™

A  more and detailed
mechanic's training session will be held
this fall, Oct. & through Dec. 12, in

Seward for thaose sume trainees.

extensive






