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LAND CLAIMS-THE DEADLINE DRAWS NEAR

A deadline for justice is approaching all Alaskans as the U.5. Congress
continues to consider the issue of Alaska Native Land Claims,

The bill, now before the House of Representatives, has been classed by
zome as America's last chance to deal fairly and equitably with the abe-
riginal residents of the northland.

In a recent interview, Eben Hopson, Executive Director of the Alaska
Federation of Natives, gave a run-down on the present status of the Land
Claims issue in Congress and his impressions of where he feels it will go.

Hopson reported that the Senate-passed bill on the subject previded Tor
for an outright settlement of $500 million; a two per cent overriding rovalty
an revenues from ceted lands, up to $50C million; and a base settiement of 10
mitlion acres of land.

“When the bi1l was reported out on the Senate floor by the Intericr
insular Affairs Committee," he said, "it contained a provision which allowed
g to 10 million acres. Through our efforts in Washington, with the help of
mayny of the members of the Senate, the bill was amended to provide for a
settlement of 10 miliion acres as a base fiqure instead of a ceiling."”

Hopson, a long time fighter for equitable settlement of Alaska Native
Land Claims said "The Senate bill has some features which we feel are un-
desirable to Alaska Natives."

He mentioned the Partial Termination clause which provides for the ter-
wination of all BIA services in Alaska, with the exception of schools, after a
five-year period. : :

"We failed in our attempt to have that stricken from the biil," he said,
"just because we are getting a land claims settlement, does not mean that
services must be terminated.”

He indicated that BIA schools are seperately funded and could continus
zn indefinitely, or until the State Operated School System takes over exist-
ing facilities.

“The Johnson-0'Malley bill, through which the BIA schools are funded
is not necessarily intended for the BIA," he said. "The state could avail
themselves of this same funding source if they chose to."

Hopsaon indicated that the regular proceedure with a bill once it has
passed one of the two houses of Congress is for the remaining house to take
up that piece of legisiation and work with it.

"The House of Representatives seems to want to write its own bill, how-
ever," he said.

"At present,” he continued, "we don't know what they are going to dc
Wwith it. It is still under consideration by the House Interior and Insular
Affairs Committee and the sub committee on Indian Affairs.”

"Qutside of an expression of concern,"he said further,"we have had nc
reading from the committee members."

The House is now in recess, and will return in September, then adjourn
again until after the Movember elections.







