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Fire Truck, With Equipment,
To Help Control Destruction

The village of Klukwan is getting a
fire truck of its own. The truck is arriving
in response to a telegram Klukwan sent to
Mrs. Mary Gange, director of Operation
Mainstream in RurALCAP May 12,

The truck will have 6-wheel drve, and
is a flathed which will be converted to a
fire-fighting truck through the installation
of special equipment.

Klukwan needed the fire truck to keep
down the losses due to fires. The nearest
fire station is a Volunteer Fire Station in

Haines, some 22 miles distant. After

sounding the alarm to this station, it
would take possibly from 40 minutes to
an hour for them to respond. By which
time, the burning building was often
beyond saving.

The Haines Volunteer Fire Department
belongs to the City of Haines and is not
obligated beyond their city limits, but
has helped fight fires in Klukwan as much
as possible,

The Haines volunteer firemen will do
the converting for Klukwan by installing
a water storage tank on the bed of the

Foundation work begins in Klukwan to re-build a Tribal Community House where
villagers can display their arts and crafts. In the photo above workers are laying logs for

the new foundation.

truck. The pump has already been instal
led. The Haines firemen are giving this
service an an in-kind basis for Klukwan,
Mrs. Gange said.

In the past ten years Klukwan has lost
three lives and 25 homes. Additionally,
20 homes were damaged including twao
tribal houses containing valuable artifacts.
One authentic Chilkat blanket waorth
£5,000 or more and an authentic Chilkat
head-dress worth £3,000 were lost in the
fires. Also Chilkat boxes, corner posts,
etc., which have a great value in relation
to their size, authenticity, etc. Many of
these artifacts were lost in the two tribal
house fires, according to Mrs. Dorathy
Fossman, superintendant of the Klukwan
Tribal House,

The fire-fighting problem has been
further complicated by ancient and rotten
water pipes, many of which leak. Also,
the water supply in Klukwan is very low,
Mrs. Fossman noted.

The Red Cross at one time had to
replace a number of homes in Klukwan
due to complete destruction by fires.
In the winter months, when maost fires
occur, many of the hydrants are frozen
as the temperatures get down to 35 below
zero. Having the water tank on the truck
will zolve this problem because the truck
can be kept in a garage.

Presently the only method of exting
uishing fires in Klukwan are the few fire
extinguishers, garden hoses and water
from bathtubs or any available source.
Water pipes are ancient and rotten and
the hoses are leaking. Also the water
supply in Klukwan is very low, according
to Mrs. Fossman.

The obtaining of the fire truck should
help resolve Klukwan's loss of life and
property by the destruction of fires.






