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QEOD CHIEF VISITS ALASKA

Donald Rumsfeld, Director of the O0ffice of Economic Opportunity
and Special Assistant to President Nixon, made an unannounced visit to
Aiaska in September.

Ruralcap Executive Director, Byron I. Mallott, disclosed that
Rumsfeld visited Fairbanks., Tanana, Kotzebue, Nome, Unalakleet and
Emmonak during his stay in the 49th state.

The OEO Director's brief two-day visit, which began in Fairbanks
and ended in Anchorage where he stopped only to change planes, allowed
Rumsfeld the opportunity to gain a first-hand view of poverty conditions

in rural Alaska.

Mallott reported that Rumsfeld was pleased with the projects he
saw in the several villages he visited, especially the CEDC fishing
cooperative in Emmonak.

“It is my understanding, "Mallott said, "that Mr. Rumsfeld has
wanted for some time to visit Alaska where 0EO has several major
programs. Having accompanied President Nixon to the Western Whitehouse,
he took the opportunity to come to Alaska. A brief visit was all the
Director's schedule would allow at this time, and I hope that he returns.

Tn this short time, however, I feel he gained valuable insfght into

the problems we face up here.”







