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QEOD CHIEF VISITS ALASKA

Donald Rumsfeld, Director of the O0ffice of Economic Opportunity
and Special Assistant to President Nixon, made an unannounced visit to
Aiaska in September.

Ruralcap Executive Director, Byron I. Mallott, disclosed that
Rumsfeld visited Fairbanks., Tanana, Kotzebue, Nome, Unalakleet and
Emmonak during his stay in the 49th state.

The OEO Director's brief two-day visit, which began in Fairbanks
and ended in Anchorage where he stopped only to change planes, allowed
Rumsfeld the opportunity to gain a first-hand view of poverty conditions

in rural Alaska.

Mallott reported that Rumsfeld was pleased with the projects he
saw in the several villages he visited, especially the CEDC fishing
cooperative in Emmonak.

“It is my understanding, "Mallott said, "that Mr. Rumsfeld has
wanted for some time to visit Alaska where 0EO has several major
programs. Having accompanied President Nixon to the Western Whitehouse,
he took the opportunity to come to Alaska. A brief visit was all the
Director's schedule would allow at this time, and I hope that he returns.

Tn this short time, however, I feel he gained valuable insfght into

the problems we face up here.”
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I was pleases " ilailott said 'that Rumsfeld took the time out

“rom his busv schedule to visit Alaska. His visit agave him a first-hand
look at what is beina accomplished here with 7EQ funds.” I am sure he
found the trip a worthwhile venture.

Accompanying Rumsfeld. besides Mallott. were twe top OEN officials.
Bick Chaney of Rumsfald's parsonal staff and Thomas H. llercer Director
f the DE0's Horthwest PReaional Office in Seattlz as well as Ernast
2rannon of the Alaska NE2 aoffice.
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HEAD START MEEK

Governor Keith H. Hiller September 2 officcially dasign~ted
September & through 12 as ilcad Start lleek in Mlaska.

In a proclamation sent to 3yron I. Mallott. Executive Director of the
Tural Alaska Community Action Proaram which has 38 Head Start proarams
aperatina in rural Alaska HMiller said- “The !lead Start progranm is a
nositive anproach to self help and self -concopt that brings out the
individuality of the child and provides him with an opportunity to be-
come involwad.

Unon receipt of tho proclamation fallott said “this recognition by
the state further serves to underscorc the importance of the Heac Start
nrocram in the cducation system of rural Alaska and the extant of its
imoact in fhat a eca.’

Ruraleap and i+s predecessor the Alaska State Community Action
Prayram {ASCAP)  have been involved in village Hoad Start programs since
1965, when foderal loead Start funds first became available. “he individ
ual nroarams arc tauacht in flative Dialects by villaners hired and
traiaed by Ruraican.

Hrs. Detty Scaman. Ruralcap Child Development Nirector said after
vaading Miller's proclamation:*Perhaps more than any othzr program
Head Start has had a areater impact on thec education system in the bush.

‘tiaad Start © she continued Tintroduced the vitally important
concepts of parent involvement. local autonomy arnd carcer developmant.”

“Me at Ruralcap has as our goal ¥ she continued © the nrovision ot
. meaningful oro school program ir the bush. Ruralcap Head Start, wWith
mativa villacers as teachcrs is a bridge betwann the Mative culturs ans
the medern world.,”

_ In most yillaacs she concludad at tho anc of six the child
has littie previocus expericnce with the Enalish language of the discipline
of schoal. Head Start providas an in between period which gently casas
the child into this new world. As a nroof of its success. DBIA and State
teachers have reported that children whe have attonded tHead Start
=1assas hafore cominn to school s=zem bottor nrepared.”

In the proclamation ililier said “The Head Start Program was
conceived basically to introduce the disadvantaged child of pre-
Linderaarten aga into our society and throuan fundamental training
cnnble him to compoto with children of his own ace level.®

" Miller called unon 211 Alaskans to “take notc of the goals of ilead
Start and to support tha efforts of the Haad Start Staff lo build good
relations in their communities.”




.te be requlated by the Stata Fish and Game Department that the board

“Ruralcap Child Development Dircctor Jim Irany. PCC Program Advisor
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To kick off Head Start Yeek #rs. Scaman and Baxter Yood Curricu-
Tum Director for the Rur11cap Head Start proaram. appeared on thc Morma
Goodﬂan tnlev1510n show in Anchorage.

“UR“LCHD BOARD MEETING

The Ruralcap Bnﬂrn of Nircctors met in Anchorage “uqust 28 and 29
for their quarterly megting.

Durina the meeting the beard heard reports from the S5tate Policy
"dyisory Committec for Early Childhood Devclopement {the State PAC met
"ugust 27)- the Community Development and Human Resourses Committee
thce Proaram Policy Committee the Personncl Committee and the
Trainino and Technical fissistance Committee as well as the Financial
fommittoe.

The Board 2lso passed motions to allow commarcial fishing on the
wuskokwim River for chum salmon to be requlated by the State Fish and
Gamz Department to allow subsistance fishina timc and adequate escape
mant- to allow commercial fishina on the Copoer ﬂivﬂr for Red Salmon

sign off the Petcrsbura Public S¢hools Title I project: and dirccted
the Exacutivae Director to seccure information on the Legal Services Class |
Hetlon cascs.

PCC_CONSULTAIT TRAKES BUSH TOUR : i

hob HMerasko Parent Child Center Consultant from Cleveland. Dhio
recantly made a tour of the Parent Child Centers operated by Ruralcap
n.Hoonah and Kotzebuc.

Durine the tour Meresko was accompanicd by Mrs. Detty Scaman
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fram "nchoraae Community College and Bi11 Parker Education Specialist
for the State Economic Opportunity Office.

In Hoonah the group met with Village PAC Chairman Thomas Jack and
tha membors of his Committee. In Kotzebue they met with PAC Chairman

yir Ed Robb and membaers of the PAC there.

ALASKA STUDET ATTEWDS HOUSING SEMINZR

Alfred C. Makak 22. the reaional Dircctor of the Inupiak Develop-
mant Corporation 1is the only "laskan participatine in an on -the-job
training proaram sponsorcd by the fational Urban Coalition. Columbia
University and the Foundation for Co operative housing . Ruralcap
Executive Dircctor. Byron I. Mallott announcad recently.

The program is fundced by the Ford Foundation and a tetal of 40
students from throuahout the Unitod States are involved in this year's

~Aactivities which began with a seven week seminar at Columbia University

in Mew York City.
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To conclude the program. iakak and his 39 fellow students - will
rececive four months on-the-job training in various federal state and
local agencics dexling with the implementation of housing programs in
their individual arcas.

The program is the only onc of its kind in the country, and its
mrin function is to train minority students as professional technicians
to work with fcderal Tow and middle-income housing programs.

During the scminar and the following on-the-job training., Hakak
was on 2 lecave of absence from his position with the Inupiak Development
Corporation, an incorporated Ruralcap regional center

then he was in ilew York  ilakak was photographed by Time photographors
*nﬂ his picturc appcored on the cover of that national weckly magazine

FALRBIKS HOMAN HAHED TO HATIOMAL INDIAN COUMCIL

Laura Bergt of Fairbanks has been appointed to the Hational Council
for Indioan Opportunity.

She 45 @ memb r of both thc Fairbanks and Anchoraoc Press Clubs
a former Hiss retic Circle. and a member of the Cook Inlet and Faivbonks
ative Associations.

- ilirs. Bergt has chaired the Yorld Eskimo Olympics and was on the board
of directors for the firctic lssociation for Retarded Children.
: ‘"hon she lived in Anchorage, she was on thce advisory board of

the Upward Bound Program. She is also ~ board member for the Alaska
Crippled Children's Association and Hope Center in Fairbanks. :

HELS MIDERSQU TAKES OVER AS PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST

Mels Mnderson.31. a 1970 graduatce of the University of Nlaska
in Fairbanks. assumad dutics. as the new Program Development Spcocialist
for Ruralcap in Septembor.

. Anderson, who hails from Kanakanak, laska, rcplaces Gordon
Jnckson. who took over as Dircctor of thh Southoastorn Community
fction Program in Junecau, during August.

% sociology major at tho Y of 4, Anderson is married. lle and
his wife. Dorothy. will reside in fAnchorage along with their two
children. :

GED FIELD REPRESENTATIVE TOURS ALMASK!

Charlcs Sauvage Field Représentative for-the Office of
Economic Opportunity's Horthwest Region X, in Scattle, recently tourad
# number of thec villages in Northwestern. Southcentral and Southeasteorn

‘Aaska.

© Sauvage's primary purpose for this trip was to obtain a first-
obscrvation of thc programs presently being administered by Ruralcap ™
in rural Alaska.
Includced in the tour wore the villages of ilome, Shismaref, Yales,
Golovin oand Yakutat as well ns a visit to Juncau.




he OE0 Ficld Represcentative attended the board mecting for the:
Inupiak Development Corporation, a Ruralcop regional center. in
Dillingham.

In Juncau. Sauvage met with Jerry Yhite, Dircctor of the State
Economic Opportunity Office, officials of the Hode! Cities Program. 2
Gordon Jackson. thc newly appointcd director of the Southcastern
Community ’ction Program.

RURALCAP SUPPORTS PALMER EDA PROJECT

Byron I. Mallott. Exccutive Director of the Rural Alaska Communit
Action Proaram. rccently urged that the Economic Development Ndministr
tion approvc and fund an application of the city of Palmer for a
572.000 EDA assistancc grant to construct an cxtension of the city! E
water system to the Palmer industrial arca.

In 2 letter to Clydc Courtnaoc. Alaska Economic Development
representative for the EDA. Mallott said : "The objectives of the City
of Palmer in the area of job devclopment and skill training for undcr
crployed and unemployad arca residents are consistent with those of
this agency. The bencfits accruing to Palmer area residents from the
rcalization of the proposcd project are numcrous and should substantial
assist the city in its cfforts to attract industrial development to an
cconomically distresscd arca.”

GEQRGE IRVIil REPLACES BARRY ORRISROE

George Irvin., recently replaced Barry Horrisroc a$ the Community
Reprosentative  for ilaska from the Federal Department of Hecalth
Education and Helfare's Office of Community Developemnt.

Irvin. formerly an OEQ Ficld Representative, is 2 Cornell
Unjversity araduate and will represent HEU for the three early child-
hood development programs in Alaska. His home office will be in
‘nchorage.

D0;! GOLDBERG AMED AS ASSISTAIT CHILD DEVELOPHMENT DIRECTOR

Don Goldberg, 28 2 formoer represcentative of Educational Projocts
Inc. contractors for Head Start supplamentary training in San Francisco
C~1if., assumed dutics as Assistant Child Development Director as of
September 1.

Goldbera, who is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, and
trught clementary school in Philadelphia Pa. for a year and a half
replaces Howard Scaman. who rasiancd the positien July 1.

Don and his wifc., Darbara  recently moved to finchorage. They
oriainally hail from Milwaukce, Yisconsin. Don also spent two years
with the Peace Corp in Colombia.
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