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Equipment Arrives at Seward Dock

The ship Linden Wood Victory was
scheduled to arrive in Seward yesterday,
May 8, with 21 pieces of heavy equip-
ment for Alaska's villages.

The Military Sea Transport Service
vessel sailed from Japan with the equip-
ment about 10 days ago. The !nng—awai[cd
]11331.'? equipment  was obtained for the
villages by Rural Alaska Community Ac-
tion Program under a military surplus
acquisition project urlginall}r sponsored

» RurALCAP and the Office of former

“s=ttn. Ernest Gruening,
It was the first time surplus heavy

equipment held by the Agency for Inter-
national Development - - equipment which
is used for foreign aid projects - - had
been obtained instead for poor areas in
the United States.

Announcement of the scheduled ar-
rival of the ship was made today by
Larry Brayton, dircctor of RurALCAP,
and Tim Smith, director of the surplus
acquisition program for RurALCAP.

The heavy equipment will include
10 D4 carterpillars, eight D-7 caterpillars,
one grader, one dumptruck and one reefer
van, or self-contained freczer unit on

wheels. All the caterpillars and the reefer
van are slated to go to various villages.
The dumptruck and prader will be re-
tained by the agency and loaned out to
villages for specific projects,

Most villages slated to receive the
equipment have indicated they will use
them primarily for work on airport run-
ways and roads not funded by the De-
partment of Highways and for moving
buildings and logging operations, Smith
said.

Approximately 60 persons from wvil-
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Board, OEO Clash

RurALCAP's board of directors and
Office of Economic Opportunity officials
clashed last week over OEQ’s decision to
place conditions which would restrict
RurALCAPs flexibility in operations and
budgets on an $84 3,000 grant.

Board members approved the condi-
tions and officially accepted the grant
only after OEO officials conceded to a
compromise solution. The board original-
ly rejected a condition requiring HRur-
ALCAP to stick to a line item budget
unless changes had been approved by the
San Francisco OEO office.

OEQ officials indicated the conditions
were necessary to insure better communi-
cations between RurALCAP and OEO
and to allow OEOQ to monitor RurAlL-
CAP's plans and work programs more
closely. RurALCAP officials and board
members said they thought the restric-
tions would hamstring the agency in its
lealings with other agencies and in meet-

“—ing any emergency needs.

The requirement, in effect, meant that
RurALCAP could not purchase any goods
or work on any programs not originally
listed in the 1969 grant application turned
in several months ago. The compromise

Over Conditions

version of the condition said RurALCAP
could proceed with plans for changes il
an answer on the request was not received
from OEOQ within 13 days. It also called
for QEQ to review RurALCAP's programs
for the board’s meeting in June to see if
the condition could be eliminated.

The $843,000 grant from OEO is
intended to support RurALCAP's 10
regional  development corporations and
action centers throughout the state,
tegional community organization plans
and central administration.

Jim Young, OEQ district supervisor
for Oregon, Washington and Alaska, told
the board members the special conditions
would allow OEO to “pet a handle™ on
what RurALCAP and its priorities are
about so OEO can be a strong supporter
of the agency.

Two other special conditions on the
grant applied to the military surplus
acquisition program and the Seward
summer youth program. Both were ap-
proved by the board.

The first condition says RurALCAP
cannot ship military surplus equipment
to the villages until detailed work pro-
grams describing what, when and how the

“Meed better communi-

Jim  Young:
cations.”

villages plan to use the equipment have
been submitted and approved by OEOQ,

Some 20 pieces of heavy cquipment
are scheduled to be shipped from Seward
May 24 to various villages, and it may
prove difficult to turn out 20 detailed
programs by that date, according to Tim
Smith, dir<tor of surplus acquisition.

Detailed work programs could not
be submitted beforehand, RurALCAP
officials said, because it wasn’t known
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