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Families To Move

Into New Houses

Homeowners in the new Bethel hous-
ing project were scheduled to begin mov-
ing into their new homes Wednesday,
Jan. 22, but several technical problems
are still holding up final approval of the
homes and their transfer to the Alaska
State Housing Authority.

Ben Marsh, coordinator for the pro-
gram, said the contractor, Braund, Inc.
of Anchorage, has said it will lease the
“ouses to ASHA on a month by month

asis until ASHA can sign an official

contract with Braund.

Several changes have to be made on
the inside of the homes, Marsh said, but
families will be moved into the 14 homes
just as quickly as they are completed,
expected to be within two weeks,

Marsh said several things are holding
up the signing of contracts for the homes:
final house plans must be approved by
the Technical Services Division at the
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUDJ; the contractor must pro-
vide a final cost analysis on the houses
and ASHA may to get another
appraisal to verify that analysis; and the
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have

The new houms have been moved from the factory site to the other side of Brown

Slough in Bethal.
housing development.

Bethel Dedicates Pre-Fab Plant,
Some 200 Attend Rlbhun Cutting

More than 200 people - - many of
them from Anchorage and Juneau - -
gathered in Bethel Jan., 14 to dedicate
the plant which will turn out prefabri-
cated low-income hou sing for the Kusko-
kwim area and will provide job training
for the men involved in building those
houses.

The dedication was the high point of
the project which has involved some 10
state, federal and private agencies and
has already produced 14 homes for the
Bethel area since construction began last
SUMIMEr.

Visitors to Bethel for the dedication
got a firsthand glimpse at the
houses by staying in them overnight. The

new

H-style houses were complete with warter,
electricity and heat for the visitors.

Ben Marsh, coordinator for the hous-
ing project and an employe of the Federal
Field Committee for Development Plan-
Alaska, called the

success and said *

ning in project a
the whaole project de-
notes increased attention
of western Alaska,

“This group in western Alaska has been

The houses shown above are in the “cluster” effect planned for the

to the plight

. el

Coordinator Ben
cation ceremonies.

Marsh Opened dedi-

the last to enjoy the fruits of our
Twentieth Century,” Marsh said. The
housing project is “a significant start,”
he said, but it should be extended to
other parts of the Kuskokwim. Plans now
call for 100 homes to be
this winter

constructed
and another 100 next winter.

Acting Bethel Mavor Art Nicholson
said the immediate purpose of the huge
prefabrication plant is for mass produc-
tion of prefabricated housing, but that
when the project is completed, it will
also become a multi-purpose center for
the city.

The city of Bethel provided some
land for project purposes and the pre-
fabrication plant was funded by a $395,
000 grant and a $126,000 loan to the
city from the Economic Development
Administration,

Val Cameron, regional director of the
Economic Development Administration,
told the audience just before he cut the
ribbon in the new plant that “it tock a
lot of head knocking to get all these
people together - - especially on the
federal level.” He gave
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much of the






